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OFFICIAL CHAPTER PICTURE 2014-2015 

BLUE STAR MOTHERS PREAMBLE (CREED) 

We, the mothers of the Armed Forces of the united States of 

America,  do unite to establish a permanent organization. 

Desiring to continue to be of service to our nation, we dedicate 

our time, and our lives, if necessary, to the perpetuation of demo-

cratic government. We are proud and honored that our sons and 

daughters have chosen  to serve their country.            



A MESSAGE FROM THE PAST  

PRESIDENT TERI FIGUEROA 

  

 

 

Ladies, I’d like to share with you the condensed version of my son’s and my story. 

My son, Duane, joined the Army in May 2003.  After basic training Duane went to AIT training as an Opti-

cian. Duane’s first deployment to Iraq was November 2004 through November 2005. Duane’s second de-

ployment to Iraq was September 2006 through November 2007.  During both of Duane’s deployments to 

Iraq I was afraid beyond words.  I remember receiving phone calls from him and hearing bombs in the back-

ground.  I was so stressed out and had no one to talk with who had a child in the military let alone deployed 

in such a dangerous place.  

After returning from Iraq, Duane wrote he wanted a more “fulfilling career with, excitement, danger and 

promotion potential, much to the dismay of my mother.”   You think?! October 2008 through February 2009 

Duane was in Phase 1 of EOD, Explosive Ordinance Disposal, training…to the dismay of his mother! Near 

the end of Phase 1 training Duane had a motorcycle accident while riding with the Veteran’s Motorcycle 

club.  He suffered a TBI, traumatic brain injury, and a broken hand.  More dismay to the mother…  That ac-

cident ultimately ended his dreams for more “excitement, danger and promotion potential” much to the hap-

piness of this mother!  

Duane was one step from deploying to Afghanistan.  I can remember standing in my driveway crying my 

eyes out thinking this could be the last time I would see him.  Thankfully he was unable to deploy. Duane’s 

military career came to an end in August 12, 2012.  For Duane this was harder than any deployment.  Duane 

is medically retired.  Our kid’s struggles continue far beyond deployments.  This was a very difficult time for 

my son.   

I remember the day I found out I was a Blue Star Mother.  I had never heard of the organization.  This was 

mid January of 2011.  To find other mothers, like myself, who have children in the military was very com-

forting to me.  I had been through so much and not one person who could relate to the fears and tears.  I 

would be at an event and hear the National Anthem, tears streaming down my face.  Friends around me 

would hug me and try to understand, but until you have experienced this you really can’t understand.  That is 

what makes the Blue Star Mothers so special.  It’s great sending care packages, having the opportunity to 

help the severely wounded, veterans and the Gold Star families.  The true blessing in the group is having the 

bond and friendships with others like yourself with ladies who have experienced much of the same, who do 

understand.   

In February of 2011 I proudly joined the Blue Star Mothers and jumped in with both feet serving as 2nd VP 

until being elected President in August 2012.  I served as President from August 2012 until this past May 

2015 when I was forced, with health issues, to take medical leave. I am now nearly finished with the health 

issues, one more uterine surgery in October.  I had to cancel the recently scheduled surgery due to the death 

of my mother-in-law.  I am fine, no cancer, nothing life threatening, but it must be taken care of.  Between 

my own health crisis and the journey with my husband’s long-term health crisis,  I have been left with little 

time for anything else.   

As I move forward with life I am preparing to begin a new chapter. My husband and I are planning on mov-

ing to Oregon next year.  Gals, truly, I cherish the time spent making a difference together while forming 

solid friendships with Blue Star Mothers and the community. That I will carry with me the rest of my life.  

No regrets, only fond memories.  

God Bless you all.  Much love, Teri 



“Man does not die until he is forgotten.” 

For families, there is nothing sweeter than the sound 

of a loved one’s name, and the lack of hearing it can 

compound the grief already felt. “Remembering Our 

Fallen” was created to honor and remember The Fall-

en, remind others of the tremendous sacrifices made by 

some, and hopefully, help families in their grief.  

 

Blue Star Mothers H.O.M.E., CA 30 is 

honored to bring this moving exhibit to 

Corona City Hall., 400 S. Vicentia Ave. 

92882. The exhibit will be available from 

M-F 8am to 5pm March 23—27, 2015. 

The Memorial Ceremony will take place 

at City Hall in front of the Veterans Me-

morial on Saturday March 28 at 10:00am. 

The exhibit will be open 8am–noon on 

this day. 



Moms begin to arrive L—R  Moira Fisher, Katherine 

Negrete, Michelle Haskin, Teri Figueroa, Christy 

Payne, Bridget Welch, Lorraine Camire,  

Memorial Ceremony held at Veteran’s Memorial City Hall  

Corona California March 28, 2015 

Warriors of the 21st century are professionals who volunteered to join the United States Armed Forces. Of those who deploy, 
most return, but some do not. "Remembering Our Fallen" was created by a military family in the midwest to  honor them. Cur-
rently 13 states have a traveling picture exhibit such as California's that CA30 brought to Corona, CA from March 23-28.  For 
more information go to www.rememberingourfallen.org  

MaryAnn Sherman 

our queen of food 

donations for the 

event   

Unending gratitude to Teri Figueroa, Teresa Bullock, 

Michelle Haskin, MaryAnn Sherman and Christy 

Payne for organizing  this  incredible event 

http://www.rememberingourfallen.org


Chapter picture including the POW/MIA table presented by the ROTC of Santiago High 

School. Below right top Gold Star Mother Teresa Bullock, Teri Figueroa and Lorraine Camire 

share a touching moment. Below right bottom Gold Star Mother Vicki Castro, Michelle 

Haskin and Veronica Wheeler. Chapter board members below left. 



Leapin’ Leprechaun Bunco on March 14 

was a wonderful way to celebrate St. 

Patty’s Day with blarney and belly laughs.  

Teri presented  Capt. Jim Steiner of Corona 

Fire 3757 with a plaque from our chapter 

thanking him and the Corona FD for their 

unending support and generosity of time 

and resources.  



Council Member and Mayor 

Karen Speigel and President 

Teri Figueroa   

 With a beautiful room and delicious food, 

we celebrated our Gold Star and Blue Star 

Mothers. Our tasty cookies were provided, 

as always, by the talented Julie Grenier. 

Registration table with Moira Fisher, Va-

lerie Holmes and Katherine Negrete 

 

 Below are Gold Star Mother Sally 

Monsoor with Financial Secretary 

Lorraine Camire. To the right are 

photographer Julie Bennett –Wong 

and Michelle Haskin 



Gold Star Mothers 

were provided table 

space on which to place 

items of their child. To 

the left are Jonathan 

Castro’s remembrances 

from his mother Vicki 

Castro and at right are 

Christopher Webb’s 

memories from mother 

Teresa Bullock 

Our Gold Star Mothers are dear to our hearts and CA30 was honored to create a special day for them. Our 

guest speaker was Sgt. Major Rindi Foster who has been in the Army for 28 years. Below left are board 

members L-R  Moira Fisher, Katherine Negrete, Teri Figueroa and Teresa Bullock. Below right are L-R  Joey 

Banales, Julie Grenier, Veronica Wheeler and Geni  Kromberg  



 Participated in Chick-Fil-A Military Appreciation Night making cards for the 

troops with customers and military families on May 21 

 Attended the annual Salute to the Military Luncheon at Eagle Glen Country 

Club sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce on May 22 

 Placement of flags at Riverside National Cemetery for Memorial Day on May 23 

 Goodwill Fundraiser on June 6  

 Marched in 4th of July Parade  

 National Convention in Cleveland August 4-9 

 Elections for the 2015-2016 year August 10 

 Business meetings are the 2nd Monday of every month at our BSM office in  

Corona (doors open at 6:30 pm and meeting starts at 7pm) 

 Collect Items for and pack Christmas Care Packages 

 Inaugural Inland Empire Navy Ball –Riverside Convention Center Oct. 17 

 Placement of flags at Riverside National Cemetery on Nov. 7 for Veteran’s Day  

 Veteran’s Day with Recruiters at Norco College before Veteran’s Day 

 Veteran’s Day Wed. Nov. 11 Ceremonies—Norco, Corona, Riverside, Colton  

 Provide Annual Loma Linda Veteran’s Hospital Christmas Party 

 Annual Christmas Party at Veronica’s Home December 5 

 

       Upcoming BSM Events 

What We’ve Been Up To 



Support Red Fridays! 

To order online visit the website below: 

https://squareup.com/market/blue-star-

mothers-home-ca30 

Please note that online orders are shipped and the fee is               

automatically charged. 


