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The Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. is a non-partisan, non-political organization. We do
not support any political candidate nor do we endorse any religious organization. The
military represents all aspects of America as does our organization. Links to our website
do not represent an endorsement. We are a 501(c)3 organization registered in the State of
California.

A message from the President Moira Fisher
I am honored to have been elected President of CA30 for the 2019-2020 year. When my only
son Martin joined the Navy in 2008 I went looking for other military moms. I joined Navyformoms.com and met some wonderful ladies online. However I needed to be with moms
in person. I had never heard of Blue Star Mothers until late 2010 when I met several women
at an event for military mothers in Corona. I met Veronica and 3 others who, along with myself, made up our first Board of Directors. In February 2011 we were granted chapter status
by National and so began the journey that brings us to this letter 9 years later.
I began as the chapter’s Financial Secretary, then 3rd Vice President for a few years, then
moved on to 1stVP for the last 4 years. Our Past Chapter President Veronica Wheeler took
this chapter to new heights and we have benefitted immensely under her leadership. I learned
so much from her and I hope to continue moving us in the direction Veronica has set. I could
not do the job as President without the support and professionalism of our board and committee members who are the backbone of the chapter. Our amazing chapter members, along with
many of their friends and families, work diligently throughout the year to help active duty
service men and women, veterans, and Gold Star families. Thank you to all who help us with
our mission!
2019 was an incredibly productive year and I look forward to our journey in 2020!

BLUE STAR MOTHERS PREAMBLE (CREED)

We, the mothers of the Armed Forces of the United States of America,
do unite to establish a permanent organization.
Desiring to continue to be of service to our nation, we dedicate our time, and our lives, if
necessary, to the perpetuation of democratic government. We are proud and honored that
our sons and daughters have chosen to serve their country.

4th of July found us once again
participating in Corona’s annual
parade. Carmen Fenech-Murray
decorates the truck Larry H. Miller
Toyota generously donated to us
for the day. Moira Fisher and Debbie Getty get ready for Debbie’s
first time in the parade. Below are
the Blue and Gold Star Mothers at
the end of the parade.

The 77th Anniversary of Blue Star Mothers of America Inc. was celebrated in
Minneapolis, MN the first week of August. At the President’s Reception L-R
Julie Dunlap, President Ann Parker and
Moira Fisher

The Saturday night banquet is always welcome
after a long week. Julie and Moira pose with
Past National President and President Carla
Brodacki (elected earlier in the day).

Julie with Past National President Cindy Ventura.
Cindy had the winning bid on the Brighton necklace Chapter 30 donated to the silent auction.
Even though our door did not win a prize in the
door decorating contest, we loved putting it
together and had moms from all over the country
sign it.

On September 9 we held annual elections for board positions. The 2019-2020 Board is L-R
Financial Secretary Lorraine Camire, 3rd VP Julie Dunlap, 1st VP Michelle Connelly, President Moira Fisher,
2nd VP MaryAnn Sherman, Recording Secretary Geni Kromberg, Treasurer Kandie Phelps and Past President
and Chaplain Veronica Wheeler.
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Lorraine Camire with Norco City
Councilman Kevin Bash at Norco’s
ceremony.

L-R Adrianne Pittman, Moira Fisher,
MaryAnn Sherman and Elly Griffits place
flags all around Jefferson Elementary
School.

On Friday Sept. 20 the city of Norco honored POW/MIA
Day. L-R Lorraine Camire, Moira Fisher, Julie Dunlap and
Karen Alexander.

Sunday Sept. 22 saw a large contingent of Blue Star Mothers and many others in the community at Ontario
Airport welcome an Honor Flight carrying WWII, Korea and Vietnam veterans home from their trip to the
monuments at our Nation’s capital.

To the left are Marcy
Rodriguez and Lorraine
Camire. Below right are
LeighAnn Batchelder and
Troy Miller.

On Sept. 29 Corona City
Council presented their
annual State of the City
address. Blue Star Mothers was there along with
other local non-profits to
show support for our city
and raise awareness of
Blue Star Mothers.
Pictured are Lorraine
Camire and Karen Alexander. Not pictured is
Michelle Connelly but
her amazing cake pops
are!

On November 2 we
participated in the 4th
Annual Amber Waves of
Grain Beer Fest whose
purpose is to raise money for veteran’s organizations. The festival
hosts a parade, 40 craft
breweries, a classic car
show, vendors, food
trucks and local 501C3
veteran’s organizations.
To the left is Gold Star
Mother Tammie Ashley
and her son’s dog Sirius.
To the right is a Sherman tank and who
doesn’t love a Sherman
tank??!
Our guest celebrity was author and race
car driver Justin Peck pictured here with
Angie Gonzalez and Martha Macias.

Amber Waves of Grain committee members Caroline
Brightenburg and Karen Alexander take a much needed
break to enjoy the beautiful day.

Julie Dunlap, MaryAnn Sherman, Kandie Phelps

Lorraine Camire, Kandie Phelps, MaryAnn Sherman
and Lisa Jimenez

Blue Star Mothers, members of NCL, friends and family all worked checking in vendors, brewers, non
profit organizations and guests.

We were invited to a Military Mothers Tea on November 6 by
Oakmont Assisted Living in Chino Hills. We spent the morning
speaking with residents about their experiences with WWII and
Korea and about any of their sons who went to Vietnam. It was a
joy and an honor to speak to these lovely people who have done so
much for our country.

The center collected items for our November care
packages. A few of the residents wanted to help pack
boxes so we brought some with us.

Our annual collection
for care packages at
SAMs Club took place
on Sat. Nov. 9. With
help from the National
Charity League, our
many moms and the
generous patrons of
SAMS we were able to
collect enough items to
help fill over 200 boxes.

The students, teachers, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts
of St. Edward’s School in Corona generously donated some of the more expensive items such as tuna,
Slim Jims and corn nuts along with Girl Scout cookies. What a blessing for our troops!

As the saying goes,
many hands make light
work. Cards were created by children in the
community and candy
and beef jerky was
donated by Bed, Bath
and Beyond. Our moms,
along with their family
and friends, shipped
235 boxes for Christmas.

As we do every year, Blue Star Mothers partnered with CarMax and National Charity League to help
plant the thousands of flags needed to honor our veterans at Riverside National Cemetery. Every
year Blue Star Mother Valerie Holmes organizes the Veterans Day ceremony in Grand Terrace.

The city of Norco holds
a beautiful ceremony
every year at the
George Ingalls Veterans
Memorial. The Corona
Elks Lodge honored us
again this year with a
delicious steak dinner.

Lorraine Camire’s son
Chris completed his
service in the Navy
and was welcomed
home from Hawaii on
Nov. 19. Camire.
On Dec. 15 Deanna
Boyer’s son Christian
was welcomed home
from the Army for a
holiday visit..

Our annual Christmas party at the
Loma Linda VA Medical Center was
a cheerful day with music by BSM
Michele Ehrenberg, crafts by
Michelle Connelly and food from
our chapter. Moms present were
Adrianne, Moira, Angie, Lisa,
Kandie, Annette, Michele E., Julie,
Michelle C. and Debbie.

Past Chapter President and Chaplain
Veronica Wheeler opened her home,
as she does every year, for our annual
Holiday party. This is such a marvelous
way to end another busy year. On to
2020!

Annual BSM Events



Business meetings are the 2nd Monday of every month at our BSM office in
Corona (doors open at 6:30 pm and meeting starts at 7pm)



Annual Blue and Gold Star Mothers Luncheon



Placement of Flags at National Cemetery May & November



Memorial Day Ceremonies May



Dinner for Firefighters



Summer Picnic for Corona Veteran Center June



4th of July Parade



National Convention



Care Package collection and packing November



Amber Waves of Grain November



Veteran’s Day events



Loma Linda Christmas Party December

Varies
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April

