
BLUE STAR MOTHERS PREAMBLE (CREED) 

We, the mothers of the Armed Forces of the United States of America,   

do unite to establish a permanent organization. 

Desiring to continue to be of service to our nation, we dedicate our time, and our lives, if 

necessary, to the perpetuation of democratic government. We are proud and honored that 

our sons and daughters have  chosen  to serve their country.            

The Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. is a non-partisan, non-political organiza-

tion.  We do not support any political candidate nor do we endorse any reli-

gious   organization.  The military represents all aspects of America as does our   

organization.  Links to our website do not represent an endorsement.   We are a 

501(c)3 organization registered in the  State of California. 
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      A message from the President Veronica Wheeler 

 

It has been an incredible 9 year journey with my Blue Star Mothers.  When my oldest son 

Brandon joined the Marines in November of 2010, I was worried like any mom would be.   I 

saw an article in the paper that very week about a military mothers group starting up here in 

Corona.  They needed 5 mothers to assemble a board so Moira Fisher and I stepped up and we 

started meeting at my home initially.  We grew quite rapidly and have done some pretty  

amazing things here in the Inland Empire. 

 

I started out as Recording Secretary for a few years, then moved on to 2nd VP and then when 

our former President became too ill to continue, I took over as President 4 years ago.  I     

mention this because I never thought I would or could do the job as President, but I was able 

to do this because of the support of our board and many other chapter members who have also 

stepped up to help. 

 

There are so many great memories that are special to me such as our Blue and Gold Star 

Mothers Luncheons, sending over 1500 care packages over the years and meeting other BSM 

sisters at our conventions and learning how they all support our veterans in different ways. 

My two favorite memories are when we were honored as the Non-Profit of the Year by the 

Corona-Norco Chamber of Commerce in 2012 and when we helped coordinate the 50th       

Anniversary of the Vietnam Veterans Era event at Ft. Irwin for two years.   We were also able 

to enjoy a Gary Sinise concert! 

 

Moira has been an absolute blessing to me and I could not have done this without her.  I was 

extremely fortunate to have had a terrific board over the years: MaryAnn Sherman, Kandie 

Phelps, Geni Kromberg, Lorraine Camire, Teresa Bullock, Christy Payne and Katherine     

Negrete. 

 

It’s not all about me or any one person.  We could not accomplish what we have done without 

the help from our Blue and Gold Star Mothers and the support of our community, friends and 

family.  

I look forward to many more years with this amazing chapter! 

 



February 23- For the fourth year in a row, CA30 

helped “man” the check-in area for the Rotary 

Club’s annual Fire and Ice Beer and Chili cook-

off. This event raises funds for the Corona Rotary 

that they then distribute to worthy non-profit or-

ganizations. Thanks to Yi Eubanks, Annette 

McKenzie,       MaryAnn Sherman, Karen Alexan-

der, Veronica Wheeler, Lucy Garcia, Lisa Jimenez, 

Adrianne Pittman, Carmen Fenech-Murray and 

Caroline Brightenburg for volunteering and mak-

ing it a fun day. 

At our February meeting we presented a 

check to  American Legion Post 742 for 

ongoing renovations to their 75 year old 

legion hall.  



2nd Vice President MaryAnn Sherman was named 

2019 Woman of the Year for the 60th Assembly 

District by Assemblywoman Sabrina Cervantes  

(above and to the right).  MaryAnn is below right 

with  her husband Tom when she received the 

Elk’s Distinguished Citizenship Award for 2019. 

Below left MaryAnn was awarded the Paul Harris 

Fellow by Rotary Foundation International. We 

are fortunate to have such a dynamic and caring 

woman on our board! 



On March 10 several moms made dinner for the 

Corona Firefighters.  Station 1 was served 

homemade pastizzi , pasta and whoopie pies by 

Carmen Fenech-Murray and friends.  

Station 2 ate homemade 

pasta from MaryAnn 

Sherman. 

Station 3 feasted on homemade raviolis, 

chicken, salad and angel food cake courtesy 

of Karen Alexander.  



Above– Station 6 

was greeted with 

homemade enchi-

ladas, Pan Dulce 

and Tamales from 

Marcy and Mason 

Rodriguez.  

Below Station 5   enjoyed 

Wings from Wing Stop, 

coleslaw, red potato salad, 

rolls, lemon cake and 

chocolate cake from Moira 

Fisher and Adrianne 

Pittman.  

Station 4 feasted on 

homemade stuffed 

shells and salad 

with tiramisu (by 

NYPD) courtesy of 

Veronica Wheeler. 

At Station 7 Angelena 

Gonzales and Julie    

Dunlap brought  lasagna, 

salad, fried chicken and 

cookies. 



On March 30 we attended a fundraiser at Europa Winery to raise money for a Gold 

Star Families Monument to be built at Riverside National Cemetery. L-R are Moira 

Fisher, Veronica Wheeler, Teresa Bullock, Vickie Castro and Lorraine Camire.  

On Saturday April 13 Stone Church Brewing celebrated 

their 3rd year in business. We partner with owner Bill 

Steinkirchner for our annual Amber Waves of Grain        

fundraiser. L-R are Deanna Boyer, Karen Alexander, Julie 

Dunlap and Michelle Connellly.  



 

 

Our 7th Annual Gold and Blue Star Mother’s Day 

Luncheon on April 28th at Eagle Glen Golf Club 

marked the 77th Anniversary of the Blue Star Mothers. 

Beautiful parting gifts were made this year by Geni 

Kromberg and Monica Prescott.  



This year’s luncheon focused on our partnership with different organizations 

including the American Legion, All American Riders, National Charity 

League, Elk’s Club of Corona, Inland Empire Gold Star Mothers, the Corona 

Rotary and the Chamber of Commerce. Several board members spoke about 

their connection to the different organizations.  

Chapter President Veronica Wheeler 

 

 

      2nd VP MaryAnn Sherman 

Board Members L-R Lorraine Camire, Teresa Bullock, Veronica Wheeler, 

Moira Fisher, MaryAnn Sherman and Geni Kromberg. Missing: Kandie 

Phelps 

 

          3rd VP Teresa Bullock 



A sacred mission of Blue Star Mothers of America, 

Inc. is to support and care for our Gold Star Families. 

At our luncheon tables were provided so each Gold 

Star Mother could display mementos of her child.  



Above: Chapter 30 Board members 

missing: Kandie Phelps 

Left—some of the many door prizes 

donated to our luncheon from local 

businesses and restaurants. These 

tokens of appreciation from the   

community mean the world to our 

moms.  



Family Day for the 1498th TC 

out of March Air Force Base 

was held on May 5 and Chapter 

30 was there to help make it 

special. 

On May 25 the Corona Chamber of  Com-

merce once again held their Memorial Mile 

March the Saturday before Memorial Day. 

CA30 was represented by Lorraine Camire, 

Veronica Wheeler, Moira Fisher and Marcy 

and Mason Rodriguez. City Councilman 

Jim Steiner joined us for a picture. 

L-R Julie Dunlap, Lisa Jimenez, Deanna Boyer,     

Moira Fisher, Adrianne Pittman,  and Lucy Garcia.  



Our annual tradition of 

placing flags at Riverside 

National Cemetery for 

Memorial Day continued 

on May 25 with the help 

of CarMax and National 

Charity League. 

Memorial Day May 27, 

2019 was honored by 

CA30 in several towns. 

Grand Terrace is home 

to Freedom Park and 

several of our mothers 

participated in the              

ceremony.  



 

 

Memorial Day at the George 

Ingalls Veteran’s Center in Nor-

co found Michele Ehrenberg, 

Tina Burman, LeighAnn 

Batchelder, Teresa Bullock,   

Veronica Wheeler, Moira Fisher 

and Julie Dulap participating in 

the continuous   salute to our 

nation’s fallen.  

Below left Caroline Brighten-

burg and MaryAnn Sherman 

spoke at the American  Legion’s 

ceremony in Corona.  



Flag Day was celebrated in Corona 

and Norco on June 14 with Corona’s 

ceremony in the  morning and Norco’s 

in the evening.  



On June 15 we continued the tradition of our 

annual bunco day to become better  acquainted 

with our new moms.  We again provided the 

4th of July picnic on June 28 at the Corona 

Vet Center. Directly below Tom and MaryAnn 

Sherman manned the grill to create the famous 

burgers the veterans ask for every year. Below 

L-R Annie Lara, Angelena Gonzales,        

MaryAnn Sherman, Moira Fisher and Julie 

Dunlap 



To order online visit the 

website below: 

https://

squareup.com/

market/blue-star-

mothers-home-ca30 

Please note that online 

orders are shipped and 

the fee is  automatically 

charged. 



 Business meetings are the 2nd Monday of every month at our BSM office in     

Corona (doors open at 6:30 pm and meeting starts at 7pm) 

 Annual Blue and Gold Star Mothers Luncheon    April 

 Placement of Flags at National Cemetery   May & November  

 Memorial Day Ceremonies   May                              

 Dinner for Firefighters    Varies 

 Summer Picnic for Corona Veteran Center    June                                                                      

 4th of July Parade    July                                                             

 National Convention     August 

 Amber Waves of Grain  November 

 Care Package collection and packing  November  

 Veteran’s Day events    November                                                      

 Loma Linda Christmas Party  December  

Annual  BSM Events 




